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SEVILLE 

EXAMINED. 

$$$$ SHALL not treat the cbokrhk 
s^jlcrt? -Author of thefe Obferuations lb ill as 
X 1 agg He defcrves to be ufcd ; but let 
^S&2^.;£3& him not miitake my Meaning; I am 
^JX^CxfX of ^ dumber of Britons, who 

bc%x him no Efteem \n the midft of his imaginary 
Succefs , nor entertain the leaft Fear of him, ip 
the midft of his real Power. 

The Lenity I fl^l c^crcife proceeds from pure 
Cgfitvpft* \vhat other Sentiment can He create, 
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who fends an empty Declamation into the World, 
(for fuchl fhall inftandy prove it to be, in all 
its Parts) only to Ihew us what we knew before * 
that he blufters moft when he is moji afraid-, ana 
that if his Enemies intend to turn his Head^ they 
are in a ycry fair Way of fucceeding? 

This Manner of Treatment of him will, I am 
fine, be approved by thofe Two Gentlemen in par- 
ticular, againfi: whom he is thought more imme- 
diately to diredfc his Billinfgate Dialed. As they 
may defy him to maintain what he has the Front 
to aflcrtj they have a Right to delpifc his Invec- 
tive. This Weapon rarely does Hurt to any but 
Thole, who wield it ; and furely if ever it is 
blunt and harmlcfs, it muft be to in the Hands 
ofOnej to whom Honours have not been able to 
icommunicate Dignity, nor Power Authority; to 
whom long Habits at Court have not been able 
to give fo much as the Manners of a Gentleman, 
nor lone Experience in Bufincfs the Knowledge of 
a Miniftcr. 

Leaving him therefore to wallow in that Mire, 
from whidj he can never be wafhed, I proceed 
to the Examination of his laft notable Perfor- 
mance ; in which I fhall have the lefs to do, bc- 
caufc the Author of the Jhort View of the State of 
Afairs hath anticipated many Things, which 1 
Ihould otherwife have been obliged- to mention; 
and to that Treatifi I take the Liberty of refer- 
ring Thofe, who are defirous tQ enter into a mcfz 
njinute Detail than I fhall trouble t^c Pubiick; 
with at this Time, • 

Tbc firfl Ttyng, whjeh ftrikes mc^ is the Diffi- 
culty 
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iky of gucffing for whom a great Part of thU 
Pamphlet, which I examine, was written. I may 
venture to pronounce, that it could not be written 
for the Publick ; nor indeed for any ene Perfon 
who regards the Publick enough to hearken to it, 
and to be informed by it, 

f%is Author hath been accuftomed very much 
to flatter himlclf, by the Favours, which fortune 
hath beftow'd, in her Wantonncfs, upon him • and 
yet he could hardly hope to perfuaclc the gene- 
rality of Men, that the Point laboured the laft 
Year by Tbofe, who oppofe him, (and who, for 
that very Sea/on, have the Publick on their Side J 
was to furniih Spain with Arguments to juftijy 
feizing and detaining the South Sea Company s 
Effecls and the Depredations upon our Merchants 
in the Weft Indies. He could hardly hope This j 
becaufc he knew that the Publick was daily a 
Witnels to the loud Complaints, made by thefe 
Peribns, of the Seizures, Detenfions and Depre- 
dations which our Merchants fuflcred, without 
being defended, or having the Means of doing 
themfeives Tuftice put into their Hands. The 
PaperSy writ on this Side of the Queftion, are 
ffill in the Hands of every one } and he, who can 
read, may fee, in flat Contradiction to this modejf 
Pcrfoiiy that his Adversaries, who wifhed that 
Britain had been kept out of new and unneceffary 
broils, were equally zealous, that Ihe fhould ex- 
tricate hcrfclf by fuch Means as became a power- 
ful and a warlike Nation. Very far from furnijhing 
Arguments to julHfythc Proceedings of the Spa- 
niards againft us, They, and They alone, were 
fdefirous and even prefling that tne Spaniards 
Wight ot%d fwe pf Arms (the only 

Way 
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Way which could then be taken) to acknow* 
ledge the Injuftice of their Proceedings; to 
ce ample % and certain Reparation j and to fuc 



ma 



for Peace. 

i 

The Publick knows cxtreamly well, if this 
Writer docs not, how to diftinguilh between thofc 
Advantage?, which the Blunders of one Miniftry 
may give to another in Negotiation, and thofc 
juft Reafons, for which alone it is lawful for one 
Nation to commence a War with another. 

Again ; is it pqfliUe this Author could hope to 
pcrfuadc Mankind, without the lcaft colour of Proof^ 
that Thofc, who write againft him, omitted no 
Arguments which might provoke or encourage tho 
King of Prudia to a Rupture? This he charges 
diredtly and pofitivcly upon them, as well as the 
iuggefting to the King's Allies, that they were not ob- 
liged to take part in this parrel, nor were at all 
concern' d in tht Conferences of it. 

As provoking as this Charge is, it is at the lame 
time fo lilly, and in the Nature of Things fo void 
ofthc fainteft Probability, that I fliould ask the Rea- 
der's Pardon for dwelling in the lcaft upon it, if it 
did not give me an Occaiion to take Notice of 
fomething clfe, which cannot be inculcated too 
often. 

• 

I know of no Man among this Author s AJver- 
faries (that is, the Publick) who gives himfclf 
any Concern about thefe Northern ^it arrets • ex- 
cept That, which arifes from an Apprchenfion that 
Great Britain may be concerned in {hem, by Vir- 
$UC of fonje of tnofc innumirabh Treaties arid 
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Guaranties, into which we have entered within a 
few Years ; or by fome new Device of thole pro- 
found Statefmen who have been the principal 
Authors of thefe Engagements. Far from ap- 
prehending that they Jhould be driven from the 
Omrfefs at Soiflbns ; far from refolding to take 
Rejuge in that at Brunfwick • I dare afliirc this 
Obfervator, that the Publick knew well enough in 
whofe Clofet the Scene of Negotiation was laid, 
and never expc&cd that any Thing, which de- 
ferved Attention, would be tranfa&cd at Soiffons. 
I dare likewifc afliirc him that the fame Publick 
is as little alerte (to ufc his own Words) about 
what paflcs at Brunfwick • where nothing perhaps 
may be done, and where moil certainly nothing 
ought to come under Debate, which hath any Re- 
lation to Great Britain • fo falfc is it that any 
Perfons here have encouraged Foreign Powers to 
invade his Majefl/s German Dominions, or have 
txciud the neighbouring Princes to opprefs a People 
meetly becaufe they acknowledge the fame Sovereign 
that we do. Such a Dciign would be fo abomi- 
nably flagitious, that I fliould fufped no Man to 
be capable of forming it, if I did not meet, in 
this Writer, with one who is capable of fuppoling 
it, and of a Crime, almoft as great as the Defign 
ul:\i 7 that of charging it on innocent Men. 

But I can readily agree that the Publick may 
h - c Lk-c:i t old, ; rhat the Publick may think (and 
b:-h lurch ^ ftrongeft Reafon imaginable) 
th tt r, • ,v.: . be more mclancholly than to 

fcc t i , k our, or to be brought even 

Int^ ! s t jpon fab Motives as have ap- 

pe ^ */ ,i ' ti « r: i King of Pruffta aflemblc his 
' 'r.r ud to continue his Preparations 
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(till; and fuch as gave our Monarch lb glorious^/ 
Opportunity of fbewing his own perfonal Refolutiotu I 
can agree that the fame Perfons may be apt to think 
and call it an infuffcrable Grievance, if Great Bri- 
tain is engaged in fuch a Quarrel 5 and if thofc 
Swords, which relied peaceably in their Scabbards, 
whilft our Merchants were plundered, and our Na- 
tion infulted by the Spaniards,^ Ihould be drawn for 
the Sake of a few Cartloads of Hty, or for fome 
irregular Pratfices in lifting or detaining a few firry 
Peafants. Nay I can agree that this will be thought 
and called a Grievance, even if more important, but 
hitherto unavowed Motives, fuch as Family Dif- 
putcs about Wills and Legacies, or Eletforal Difputcs 
about the Execution of Imperial Commiffions lhall 
hereafter appear to have been the real Motives of 
fuch a Quarrel ; and when I have agreed all this y 
which is all that can be agreed with a due Regard 
to Truth, let our Cnart Obfervator make his moll 
of it. 

The People of Hanover arc our Friends; they 
ire Prote/fants; they arc Subjects of the fame Prince* 
In all thclc Rclpe&s, far from having that ignoble 
and wicked Sentiment of repining at their jQxict, 
we ought to wilhfor their Pro(perity;but then they 
can have no particular Title, in the lafl of thefc Ro- 
feeds, to ciaim our Succour and Defence, even when 
tncy ire a6tu ally invaded ; much lcfe to expedfc that 
we Ihould maintain a Standing Army in Germany 
for their Security. 

We know very well in what Way of Thinking 
ike lafi, as well as the prefent Parliament, heme de- 
clared themfehes to be upon this Subjcft ; and the 
Engagement to fiand by and ftpprt his late Ma- 

jefty 
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jcfty againft all Infults and Attacks that any Prince 
or Power, in Kefentment of the jnfi Meafnres 
which bis Majejty bath fo wifely taken, fhali wake 
on any of bis Majefty' s Territories or Dominions, 
though not belonging to the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain. I fay, this Engagement fpeaks their Senfe 
in very intelligible Terms ; but muft every Quar- 
rel, which arifes in Germany, be out of Hatred to 
the Hanover Treaty ? Can fuch Motives and Oc- 
cafions of a War, as I have mention'd above, be 
laid to arife from a Refentment of the Meafures 
taken at that time by his late Majefty, or to be 
included within this Engagement ? If they are 
faid to be fo, and if this be once pronounced by 
that Voice of Parliament, which muft deter- 
mine us all, it will certainly be apprehended to 
follow, that there never can happen any Di- 
fturbance in Lower Saxony, by which we muft 
not be allarm'd ; nor any War there, wherein 
we muft not be engaga. I leave it to the 
World to judge, if that ever comes to be our 
Cafe, what Advantage we may expedt to reap 
from the Situation of our Country, as an Ifland, 
or from the prefent happy Eftablifhment of our 
Government. 

In the mean time let us hope for better 
Things, and look on every Man, who labours, 
(however artfully and infenfibly) to introduce 
the Notion, that we are under any other Obli- 
gations of protecting his Majefty 's German Do- 
minions, than we are under of protecting any 
other State ( I mean Obligations of general 
Jntereft, and particular Compatt ) as a Man, 
who betrays one of the moft effential Rights 
of the Britijb Nation, and which we hold by 
the fame Tenure as his Majefty holds his 

B Crown j 
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Crown ; the fame Ad of Parliament which 
eftabliftied the Succeflion in the Houfe of Ha- 
nover, having enaded, That in Cafe the Crown 
and Imperial Dignity of this Realm Jhall here- 
after come to any Perfon, not being a Native 
of this Kingdom of England, this Nation JJjall 
not be obliged to engage in any War, for the 
Defence of any Dominions or Territories which 
do net belong to the Crown of England, without 
the Confcnt of Parliament. 

Since this Writer could not hope to im- 
pofe on the Publick, in the Points I have 
mentioned, it is vain to guefs for whom 
thefe Parts of his elaborate Work were de- 
figned. 

Shall we fay, that he meant nothing more 
than to indulge himfelf in a Fit of Railing ? 
Or (hall we refine enough to imagine that he 
might think it requifite to fet fome glaring Ex- 
amples of Conftrudions by Innuendo, and to 
renew, if poflible, the Method of condemning 
Men, not for what they write, but for what 
others affirm that they ir.eant to write? He 
hoped, perhaps, to eftablifli that fcandalous 
Pradice, for fuch it is, of accufing Thofe, 
who are Enemies to Miniflers, as Enemies to 
the Crown, and of reprefenting all Oppofition 
to their Meafures, as an Oppofition to the 
Meafures of the King ; than which there can- 
not be, at all times, a greater Injuftice to the 
SuijeflS) nor, for the moft Part, a more in- 
folent Refledion on Majefiy. It would not 
be ftrange, if he flatter'd himfelf that he 
might fucceed in thefe, and fome other noble 
Defigns of the fame kind. Could be do fo, 
he would carry a great Point indeed. Such 

Expc- 
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Expedients would anfwer all the Ends of a 
legal Reftraint on the Liberty of the Prefs • 
that favourite Projedt, which hath been fo 
much laboured, both laft Year and this, in 
Private ; which feems, next to a Bill of 
Indemnity, the belt Security for bimfelf and 
bis Family ; and which he may not think 
it advifeable yet a while to propofe in Pub- 
lick. 

But whatever his Views may be, let us 
proceed in our Remarks on his Obfervations. 

It is not worth while to take much Notice 
of what he fays concerning the Communication 
of the Contents of the Treaty of Seville to the 
Diretiors of the South-Sea Company, before the 
reft of the Nation $ we (hall be able to judge 
whether tbefe Perfotts (hewed themfelves better 
Courtiers or better Merchants ^ in the Ap- 
probation, which they gave, by the Time we 
have gone through the Task we have fct our 
felves. 

I haften to the great Variation made, by the 
pth and following Articles of this Treaty^ from 
what was fettled by the Quadruple Alliance - y over 
all which he hath thrown the thinned Veil that 
was ever wrought in any minifterial Loom. A 
bare Expofition of fome few Fafts will fuffice to 
fet the whole Merits of the Caufe in a very clear 
Lights and thefe (hall be fuch Fads as it was un- 
pardonable in him not to know, or knowing, to 
conceal -> fo that he hath but a bad Choice left 
him to make between Ignorance and Unfair- 
nefs. 

1 (hall fay nothing of the Faults, which he in- 
finuates may be juftly found with the Quadruple 

B 2 Alliance, 
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Alliance, more than this ; that it little becomes 
Him to find fault with any Treaty i and that the 
Quadruple Alliance will have very different Faces, 
when it appears by it/elf, and when it is confi- 
dered as a Confequence of the 2d Article of the 
Treaty between his late Majefty and the Emperor, 
of the 25th of May, 1716; to which Treaty, I 
believe, he will find the Subfcriptions of fome of 
his Acquaintance. But let this be pafied over for 

the prefent. . , „, 

In the 5th Article of the Quadruple AUtance, 
Great Britain and France took upon them to de- 
clare, in Conjunction with the Emperor, that the 
States or Dutchies fojfejfed at prefent by the Great 
Duke of Tufcany, and by the Duke of Parma and 
f lacentia, Jbould be acknowledged for the Future, 
and to all Perpetuity, by the contracting Parties, 
to be Mafcttline Fiefs of the Empire. It was nc- 
cefTary to aflume this Right, in order to difpofe 
of them afterwards. How juft, or how politick 
this might be, it is no prefent Bufinefs of mine to 

Cn< The Article goes on, and the Emperor pro- 
mifes, as Head of the Empire, that when the 
Succeffion to the faid Dutchies fhall be open, for 
want of Heirs Male of the Families of Medtcts 
and Farnefe, the Succeffion of Don Carlos (hall 
take Place, and the Entail there fpecified fhall 
commence. After which, feveral Stipulations fol- 
low, which are plainly directed more, if poffi- 
ble to fecure the Rights of the Emperor and E>»- 
pire, than the Pretenfions of Don Carlos. Among 
other Conditions, it is not only ftipulated nejar 
tivcly, that during the Lives of the prefent Poffef- 
fors or their Male Succeffors, neither the Empe- 
ror, nor tbe Kings of France and Spain, nor the 
3 Pnncs 
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Prince defigtfd for this Succeffion, jloaU ever intro- 
duce any Soldiers of what Nation Jo ever, of their 
own Troops , or of others in their Pay, into the 
Countries and Lands of the faid Dutcbies, or efta- 
blijb Garrifons in the Towns, Ports, Citadels^ and 
Fortrejfes fituated therein ; but it is likewife ftipu- 
lated pofitively, that the Swifs Cantons Jball put 
6000 Men in Garrifon at Leghorn, Porto-ferraio, 
Parma and Placentia. 

For what End now are all thefe Precaution! 
taken ? If we-will believe the Obfervator, they 
are only taken to fecure the eventual Succeffion 
of Don Carlos ; and upon that Principle he ar- 
gues, that fince the Emperor has engaged to make 
good this Succeffion, he can have no Reafon to 
oppofe a Variation, which tends to render that 
Engagement more effeftual, and this without any 
Diminution of bis Dignity, Rights or Pojfejftons. 
But here lies the Fallacy. They are not taken 
only to fecure the eventual Succeffion of Don 
Carlos, but they are taken as well to fecure la 
feodalite etablie fur les dites Etats en favenr de 
l'Empereur & de l'Empire. That is, The Rights 
of Sovereignty eftablijb'd in the Emperor and Em- 
pire over thefe States, as over the Fiefs of the 
Empire. Spaniflj Troops, no doubt, are very 
proper to one of thefe Purpofcs, and Imperial 
Troops would be juft as proper to the other $ 
but neither of them can be faid to be proper for 
both} and therefore it was provided, that nei- 
ther of them (hould be trufted to garrifibn the 
Places abovementioned, but that neutral Troops 
(hould be employ'd * againft whom no Party could 
objett. 

In Purfuance of his Engagements taken in the 
Quadruple Alliance, the Emperor having obtain- 
ed 
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cd the Confent of the Empire, grants the ex- 
fettittive Letters of the eventual Inveftiture in 
Favour of Don Carlos. But how does he grant 
them ? Abfolutely ? By no means. He grants them 
in Conformity to the whole Fifth Article of the 
Quadruple Alliance, and not otberwi/e • /;; confor- 
mitate' prxmemorati- intcgri Articuli quinti, 6? 
non aliter. He makes the Obfervation of this 
whole Fifth Article a Condition, [me qua non 3 
and declares, that if it be not obferved, 
neither He nor the Empire will, or can be 
bound, ad permittendam norninatorum Ducatuum 
£i Statu mn poffefJiGnem teneri , nec velle nec 
fojfe. 

Jn this Manner were the Rights of the Em- 
peror and Empire, and the Succeflion of Don 
Carlos fettled and confirmed. Upon this Foot 
they have remained ever fince ; and whatever 
Defire the Court of Spain may have had to 
make Alterations in this Eftablifhmcnt, yet we 
may fee that the Court of Vienna hath been 
determined to admit of none. But I am jufti- 
fied in faying, that what the Spaniards could 
not obtain of the Emperor (even at a Time 
when they made with him an Alliance he 
had fo much Reafon to be fond of making 
with them ) they have obtained of Us and 
France, without the Confent of the Emperor 
and Empire. By the Plenitude of our Pow- 
er, we ereftcd frifcany, Parma and Placentia 
into Imperial Fiefs. 1 fay we erecled ; be- 
caufe many ftrong, and perhaps fome unan- 
fwerable Reafons are urged to flicw, that they 
are not fucb in themfelves Now we have, 
by the fame Plenitude of Pozccr, given the 
whole Security, and a kind of Independency 

tQ 
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to the Vajfal, and taken away from the Lord 
the Advantage of that Expedient, which ef- 
fectually provided for the Performance of the 
Conditions he had exacted, without putting it 
in his Power to evade the Engagements he had 
taken. 

Will not the Queftion turn very ftrong 
againft Tbofe, who ask Why the Emperor fhould 
take Offence at this Variation, if he intended 
to make effedtual his Engagement in Favour of 
Don Carlos? Will it not be asked, Why this 
Variation has been made, if nothing more is 
privately ftipulated in Treaties, or feparaie Ar- 
ticles^ than what hath been already aereed to, 
and if the Court of Spain intends 'to make ef- 
fectual the Engagements on their Part, and on 
the Part of the Jnfanto ? 

To fay, as the Obfervator fays, that this Varia- 
tion cannot juftify, in Reafon and good Senje, bis 
Imperial Majefty'j not confenting to it, unlefs ke 
can fljew that be may be prejudiced by this Al- 
teration^ is a plain Conceffion, that if his Impe- 
rial Majefty can fhew this, then the Variation 
will juftify his not confenting to it. Now this 
Conceflion gives up the whole Caufe ; though 
the dogmatical Gentleman hath fo little Knowledge 
or Reafon, and good Senfe, that He did not per- 
ceive it i for nothing is more obvious, than that 
the Emperor ; and Empire too, may (hew that They 
are prejudie'd by the Alteration ; unlefs We will fay 
what I believe no Man in the World (except this 
WfittTy and a near Relation of his) is capable of 
faying -> that when a mutual Security is given and 
accepted by two Parties, for making good a Bar- 
gain, this Security may be taken from one of the 
Parties againft his Confent, and the Benefit of it 
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be wholly applied to the other, and yet no Pre* 
judice be done to the former. 

But, perhaps, to the Senfe of this Injury (for 
fuch it will be called) the Remembrance of another 
may be added in the Councils of Vienna • and 
the Prejudice done to the Rights of the Empe- 
ror and Empire, by the Treaty of Seville, may 
be aggravated by recalling the Prejudice done to 
thefe Rights, by the fame contracting Powers, 
ip a Tteaty of Defenfive Alliance made at Madrid 
in 1721. Great Britain and France were then 
the Mediators between his Imperial Majefty and 
the Catbclick King. The Quadruple Alliance was 
the Ground-work of the Negotiations of Cam- 
bray > and yet thefe Mediators privately took En- 
gagements to fupport the Duke of Parma, by 
granting Him a particular Protection ; although 
the Demands of Z*bis Duke made one of the 
principal Differences, upon which They were to 
mediate j and altho' the very firfi Article of thefe 
Demands declares the Dutchies of Parma and 
Placentia to hold of the Pope, in as exprefs Terms 
as the fifth Article of the Quadruple Alliance had 
declared them to be mafculine Fiefs of the Empire. 
This Condudt of ours towards the Emperor, may 
very probably be compar'd with That, which We 
have held towards France, without whofe Con- 
currence We would not fo much as continue our 
Mediation $ though every Man, except the -Br/- 
tijb Minifier at Paris, knew that even France, i« 
that critical Conjuncture, could not complain of 
it, and that We had the fairelt Opportunity ima- 
ginable opened to us of afting, with Honour and 
Advantage, the very fame Part between France 
and Spain, which France hath a<fted, with fo 

much 

/ 
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touch Honour and Advantage, fince that Tim^ 
between Spain and us. 

But farther. Befides thefe Confiderations of 
Injury or Prejudice, which I have mention'd, 
may not the imperial Minifters take another 
Alarm, and may ndt That determine them, at 
any Rifque, to oppofe the Introdu&ion of Spa* 
nijb Troops into Italy? We all know how pre- 
cious the Pofleflions in Italy are to the Imperia* 
lifts ; how much the Point, to which They are 
arrived in that Country, of Dominion, Power and 
Influence, hath been always the chief Objeft of 
their Policy. One may (ay fecurely, that They 
facrificed the common Cauje to this private Prin- 
ciple in 1707. They would have done the fame 
in any other Campaign ; and They leem'd to have 
no other Bufmefs in the War. Now will it be at 
all ftrange, if They look on the Variation made 
in the Quadruple Alliance, as a Meafure taken to 
give them a Rival in that Country, where They 
are at prefent indifputably the fuperior Power* 
"Will not thefe Garriions of Spaniards, pretended 
to be placed there for the Security of the eventual 
Succeflion of Don Carlos, make them look on 
Parma, Placentia* PortoferraiO and Leghorn ad 
lb many Places ot Arms, put into the Hands of 
an old Enemy, an unfaitbjul Ally, and a certain 
BJval? May They not apprehend, that neither 1 
Pretences nor Means will be wanting, if the Treaty 
of Seville hath its EfFeft, to introduce greater 
Numbers of Spanijb, and even French Troops 
into the Heart of Italy, and to ferve the Ewpe* 
tor, as Ferdinand the Catbolick ferved Lewis the 
Tuoelftb, in Confequence of the filly Partition, to 
which the latter confented ? 

C Thefe 
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Thefe Things are all fo obvious, that it will be 
ridiculous to fay (and yet very probably it will 
be faid) that the bare Mention of them is a 
Suggeftion, by which the Councils at Vienna 
may be influenced. But to proceed, without any 
Regard to fo ftupid a Reflection ; fuppofe thefe 
Councils fhould determine to oppofe the In* 
trodu&ion of the Spanifl) Garrifons, which are 
to preferve the immediate SttcceJJion of Den 
Carlos > (a very fufpicious Term, by the Way, 
when applied to a Succeflion hitherto called 
Eventual, and certainly in its Nature Contingent J 
what a [olid) lafting Peace will our Minifrers 
then have obtained for us ? If the Emperor be 
as powerful in Italy, as the Pamphlet I am an- 
fwering reprefents him to be, certain it is that 
we (hall be plunged into the greateft Difficulties. 
What a Scene have we gone through? What 
a Conclufwn of it are we likely to make ? About 
twelve Years ago, we broke with Spam, in Fa- 
vour of the Emperor. About four Years ago, 
we broke with the Emperor and Spain both. 
Now we are in Danger of breaking with the £ar- 
peror, in Favour of Spain. 

Thus are the Changes in Politicks perpetually 
rung by Men, who aflure us that they are extream- 
ly wife, and that their Meafures 'are extreainly 
fleady. 

I faidjuft now that in the Cafe of a Breach 
with the Emperor, in Confcquence of the Treaty 
of Seville, we pall be plunred into the greateft 
Difficulties. I think it neccfTary to explain my 
Aleaning, that it may the better appear whether 
any Minifter would have deferved tbe fevereji 
Punijhment, who fhould have advifed tbe King to 
have deferred^ for one Month only, the Ac- 
commodation 
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commod&tion of our Differences with the Court of 

Spain, for the fake of this Alteration. 
The Author of the Short View of the State 

of Affairs obferves extreamly well, that though 

a Peace with Spain may be more advantageous to 
a trading Nation than a Peace with the Emperor ; 
yet a War with the Emperor would be, for the 
fame Reafon, more burtbenfome and impractica- 
ble to a Maritime Power, than a War with 
Spain. Allow me to pufh the latter Part of this 
Obfervationa little farther. 

Such* War as we have lately had with Spain,m 
which all the Blows were received and none given j 
in which, the Inftru&ions and Pra&ice, on one fide, 
were to attack, kill, deftroy, plunder ; and, on the 
other, to perfuade, to expoflulate, to bear, (fuch 
a War, as I defy this Obfervator, with the Af- 
fiftance of all his learned Friends, to find an Ex- 
ample of in the whole Extent of antient and 
modern Hiftory ) is to be forgot, if poflible, 
and furely not to be fuppofed. But fuch a - . 
War, as we are able to make on Spain, whenever 
we pleafe to employ our natural, our Maritime 
Force, can neither be burtbenfome nor difficult. It 
will always be in our Power to make the Enemy 
do more than pay the Charges of it > to revenge 
our Wrongs, and to aflert our Rights • But a 
War with the Emperor, in our prefent Circum- 
fiances, mud be a dreadful Objeft in the fight of 
every Man, who carries his Views beyond the 
mean and wicked Point of ferving a prejent <furn. 
For, Firft, 

In the former Cafe, we fhould employ our na- - 
tural Strength, and our natural bom Subjects. 
The very Progrefs of the War would increafe our 
own Strength, and the Expenccs of it would en- 

C i rich 
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rich our own People. Whereas, in the latter 
Cafe, we mull employ an unnatural Strength, and 
foreign Troops. We muft make a War on the 
Continent $ in which our Maritime Force will re- 
main unexerted, and the Expencesof which will be 
fwallow'd up in that hottcmlefs Gulph, where we 
have already thrown fo immenfe a Treafure. Se- 
condly > 

In the former Cafe, we (hould have Reafon to 
hope for great Advantages to our felves, and no 
Reafon to apprehend the Succefs of our Allies. 
Whereas, in the latter Cafe, if any Advantages 
are gain'd, they muft be gain'd to others. None 
can poffibly accrue to us; and if the Succefs of the 
French againft the Emperor fliould be confidera- 
ble, as it would be of Courfe, (efpecialfy when we 
opened their Way into the very Heart of Germa- 
ny) we muft be reduced to fee the Labour of fo 
many Years deftroyed, fo many Millions fpent in 
vain, and have nothing left but the diftant 
Hopes of another Marlborough and another Hocb- 
fiedt. 

If the whole Weight of National Vengeance 
is ever to fall, it ought furely tocrufh Tboje, who 
precipitate their Country, by a long Series of 
Blunders and Miftakes, into fuch a terrible Di- 
lemma, that we cannot obferve our Treaties y 
without being expofed to fight againft our gene* 
ral Interefls, and without finding, whenever we re- 
turn to them, that the IVeaknefs of our Allies^ 
and the Strength of eur Enemies are the Works of 
our own Hands. 

But the Obfervator will fay, perhaps, (or fome 
Hireling Scribler will fay for him) that we are 
brought into no Danger of a War with the Em- 
peror 3 that our wife Miniliers have a Referve 
■ 4 ttiU 
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ftill in their Power, and can make a Peace with 
his Imperial Majefty, whenever they pleafe ; 
That to eflfe& it, nothing more will be necefla- 
ry, than to give our Guaranty to the Difpo- 
fition, whatever it be, which his Imperial Ma- 
jefty hath made, or fhall make, of the Anjlrian 
Dominions. 

Such an Expedient as this would, I doubt not, 
be foon palTed (if the immediate Danger of a 
War prefled upon us ) by fbofa who think of 
nothing more than how to get over, by annual 
Expedients, the annual Difficulties they bring 
themfelves under, without any Regard to the 
continual Charge and frequent Loffes, which the 
Nation is obliged to fupport, by their Manage- 
ment 3 or to the dangerous Confequences of 
their Meafnres. But Men, who think on wifer 
and honefter Principles, would look on fuch a 
Guaranty as a Method of Cure very little pre* 
ferable to the Difeafe it felf 

His Imperial Majefty hath indeed given his 
Guaranty to the Succeflion of our Crown, efta- 
blifh'd in the prefent Royal Family ; but there 
would be no Parity between fuch a Guaranty as 
This, and the Guaranty of a Succeffion, the Na- 
ture of which may be known by the pragmatical 
Sandions 5 but the Defcent of which into any 
particular Family cannot be forefeen. 

Who could anfwer, in this Cafe, that we 
might not give our Guaranty even to the ag- 
grandizing of Don Carlos, which is an Event 
our Politicians have exprefled their Apprehen- 
fions of in the ftrongeft Terms; although they 
fcem at prefent a little better reconciled to it ? 

Who could forefee the numberlefs Mifchiefs, 
of which fuch a Difpofition of the Juftrian Do- 
minions 
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minions might be produdtive, if his Imperial 
Majefty Ihould die without ijpte Male } What 
Clafliing of Interefts might there not be, even in 
the Imperial Family, as well as in every Part of 
the Empire t To get dear of a War with Spain, 
we expofe our felves to a War, which may com- 
mence in Italy, and fpread much farther. By 
the Expedient, now fuppofed, we might get clear 
of an immediate War in Italy ; but we ihould 
Hand in Danger of being involved, a little foon- 
er, or a little later, in a War, which may diftradk 
Germany as much, and laft as long as that of 
1618, and kindle its Fires over all Europe. 

But that we may ihew all the Complaifance 
poflible to the Obfervator and his Affociates, in 
our Examination of the Confequences of their 
boaftcd treaty ; let us allow him to lay, in this 
Cafe, as he very often does in others, the dirett 
contrary of what has been aflerted by him. He 
talks of the Grandeur of the Emperor, and the 
Strength of the Imperial Forces in Italy. Let 
us take the contrary of this for granted. Let us 
fuppofe the Introduction and Eftablilhment of the 
Spaniards in Italy to be made with fo fuperior a 
Power, that the Emperor and Princes concerned 
are forced to fubmit upon our Terms, inftead of 
making their own ; will the Difficulties be all 
removed ? Will all the Inconveniencies to Great 
Britain* with whiph this Treaty may be attended, 
vanifli away? They certainly will not. Our 
Meafures are fo wifely taken, that the eafieft and 
fhorteft Manner of effc filiating them is likewife 
the eafieft and Ihorteft Way to render the little 
we have ftipulated for our felves precarious. 

It has been obje&ed, with good Reafon, to the 
Quadruple Alliance, that we made a Bubblers Bar- 
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gain, when we put Sicily, and all that the Emperor 
had to expedt from our Friendfhip, into his Hands 
immediately ; although the reciprocal Pare, to be 
perform 'd by Him, was to be a Work of Time ; 
and although we had not received Satisfaction 
from him in fame Points, about which we were 
extreamly follicitous. 

Now the Treaty of Seville appears to me to 
make a Bargain of the fame kind; with fome 
Difference however to the Difadvantage of This 
lately concluded. When we made and executed 
the Quadruple Alliance, we had not received Satis- 
faction from the Emperor about the Inveftitures of 
Bremen and Verden, which I prefume are not 
granted even to this Day ; That is, we had not fe- 
cured a Point, which has no Regard to our natio- 
nal Intereft ; at leaflr, no favourable Regard to it, 
how much foever it may have coft the Nation. 
But if we are able, according to the Terms of the 
Treaty of Seville, to effeftnate, without lofs of 
Time, the introducing of Spanijh Garrifons into 
Leghorn, Portoferraio, Parma and Placetrtia, we 
may chance very foon to find the Apprehenfions, 
left tbisfo long look' d for Peace Jkould have left othr 
foreign Acqnifitions in an nncertain and precarious 
Condition, better founded than Tbofe Gentlemen 
wi/h them to be, whofe Apprehenfions are the 
Subjetfl of this trifling Authors Ridicule. We may 
very foon find the Reparation promised to our 
Merchants evaded, and all our Privileges and 
Rights of Commerce once more violated ; That is, 
we may find that the mod immediate and eflential 
Interefts of the Britifh Nation are not fecured by 
the Terms of the Treaty, and are even put into 
Danger by the Execution of it. 

We 
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We are told, that a5 the firft Article renew! 
and confirms all former Treaties and Conventions, 
in the fame manner as if tbey were actually in* 
ferted Word for Word in this ; It is evident that 
we have here a very full Acknowledgment on the 
Part of Spain of our Right to Gibraltar, and the 
lfland of Minorca. But it feems that this is 
not all. The Care of our Minifters about this 
important Point hath been Hill more extenfivc 
and exadt. The fecond Article goes ftitt farther, 
and by it the King of Spain bimfelf gives bis 
Majefty bis Guaranty for all bis Kingdoms, States 
and Dominions, and confeqttently for the Poffef- 
fion oftbefe very Places. 

There is, in this whole Paragraph, fuch a 
Mixture of Affurance, Ignorance, and Levity, as 
cannot, I think, be match'd in any of the Wri- 
ters, even of that Side. 

Has it not been (hewn, that the Court of Spain 
acquir'd, in 1721, what they call a Right, and 
what we muft allow to be a Pretence (though 
we lhall infift that it is not a valid one) to 
demand the Reftitution of Gibraltar? Has it 
not .been demonftrated that this Pretenfion is 
fupported by one of the Private treaties made 
at Madrid, in the fame Year that it is revived 
even by the Preliminaries, and manifeftly in- 
cluded in the ASt of the Pardo, explanatory 
of thefe Preliminaries ? All this has been 
urged over and over. It has jiot been anfwer'd ; 
and this Author is defied to anfwer it. With 
what Face then (except bis own) can it be de- 
clared evident that we have, by the firft Article of 
the Treaty of Seville, a full Acknowledgment on 
the Part of Spain, of our Right to Gibraltar, and 
the lfland of Minorca ? Let him learn, that we 

havt 
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bavt not this full Acknowledgement of bur Right, fbt 
the very Rcalon he gives to prove that we have iti 
becattfe all former Treaties and Conventions art re* 
muted and confirmed. 

When fubfequent Treaties and Contentions dertn 
gate, in any Rcfpedt, from Thole, which preceded 
them, and they are all tenevfd and confirrrld alike^ 
He might, one would imagine^ perceive that they 
muft explain one another ; and that the former Tted* 
ties and Conventions arc renew'd and confirm'd, fiib^ 
jed to the Alterations made in them, or to the De* 
rogations made from them by the latter and not o» 
thcrwifc. 

It is evident therefore that Room is ftill left ttf 
the Spaniards , at a proper Time and Place^ to chi- 
cane with us again upon our Right to thete foreign 
Acquifitions. 

Nor will the Article of Guaranty be fuffident to 
rcdrefs this Matter ; becaufe it is given in Purfuance 
of the Treaties, and the whole Obligati on is limited 
according to the Treaties ; from whence it follows 
that the Spaniards may hereafter (and I doubt 
much they will) contend that though we have the* 
Pojfeffion itill,we have not ftill the Right to thefc Pla- 
ces, which we acquired by the Treaty of Utrecht j 
that therefore the Guaranty, given by the Treaty ef 
Seville, cannot be confirmed to extend to the Right. 
and that it does not fo much as mention the Poffifi 

The Obfervator fuppoles our Poffeffton guarant/d 
and affirms it fecuted beyond all Pojtbility Of Doubt 
or Cavil. How rcafonatty or ingenuoufiy* let any 
indifferent Pcrfon judge* 

In the perpetual Guatattty given to Ddn Car Jot 
and his SucceJfors i by the twelfth Article of th 
Tteaty, not oaly the Rigto, but the Pojfijton, 
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even the quiet Pofjcffion arc exprefly rnention'd. In 
the Treaty of Hanover the Guaranty is given, not 
/;/ general^ as in this Treaty; but lor all Domini- 
on Countries and Towns which each of the Allies 
Jball be in the aftual PoUcifion of, at the Time of 
the ftgning the Alliance. Had xhefame Terms been 
made Ufeofinthc fecond Article of the Treaty of 
Seville, the King of Spain had certainly guaran- 
ty'd to us both Gibraltar and the Mand of Mi- 
norca, even without naming them; but thefe Terms 
are not ufed in that Article. If they were not 
infilled upon, how will our Minificrs juftify their 
Neglefi? If they were iniiftcd upon, how will our 
Mwijlers juftity the Cordiality and Sincerity of 
the Spanifh Court-, or cure the Apprchcnlions 
entertained in Britain ? 

There is one Argument more, which I think 
unanfwcrable to this Writer, and muft put the Af- 
fair of Gibraltar beyond all PoJJibility of Doubt or 
Cavil, with Him at lcaft He will be ready c- 
nough, I dare fay, to acknowledge the Treaty of 
Utrecht to be deficient in any Particular ; and I 
muft agree with him that it is really fo, in not ftipu- 
lating tor a proper Diftrift of Ground round about 
Gibraltar, beyond the Reach of Cannon Shot,as is 
ufually granted to Gar 'ifoa 7<wns. By this De- 
fect, the Spaniards claim all the Land, without the 
'Town, up to the very Walls of it, as appeared 
by the Anfwer of the Ccnde dc las Torres to our 
Governor, when he made the firft Approaches to 
it; and perhaps the Words Tcrres de leitr Obci- 
fance, in the Article of Guaranty, ( as extenftve as 
He boafts them to be ) may be conftrued, by the 
Spaniards, fo as not to include or comprehend the 
Town and Fortrcfs of Gibraltar. It is therefore 
fcmcwhat furprizing that fo wife a Mtnijttr flioulo! 

found 
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found the Security of that Place on a Treaty, to 
which he hath made fo matiy Objections, and to 
which all the World mult allow this Objection t» 
be juit One would think that when he was ap- 
prized of this Omiffion, by the Siege of that Place, 
he would have fupplicd it in the late Treaty, in- 
filled to have as much Ground granted, as is ufual 
to other Garrifon Towns ; iincc he could not plead 
Inadvertency in his Excufc, as the Negotiators of 
the Utrecht Treaty perhaps might 5 and yet This* 
wc fee, he has not done, however rcafonable and 
neceiYary ; nay, I have been told it was ownM 
publickly, by this Writer himfclf, that if we had 
prcfumcd fo much as to mention any Thing, re- 
lating to Gibraltar, it would have been fuffieient 
to have induced the Spaniards to break off' all 
farther Negotiations • from whence wc may cer- 
tainly conclude that the Spaniards, according to 
their Judgment and Conftrudtion of the Treaty, 
have cfledrually prefcrved their Prctcnjions to that 
Fortrefs. 

I hope it has hitherto appear'd that the 0£- 
fcrvator is but a weak Defender of a weak Caufe; 
and I believe the fame will appear in our Ex- 
amination of the fame Article, which relates to 
the Satisfaction our Merchants are to ex- 
peft, as to their pajl Loffes and their future Se+ 
curity. 

That This has been fufficicntly provided for, he 
labours to prove. The Word is his owv 7 and I 
cannot but obferve upon it, how ftrangc an Idea 
he gives us of this Treaty, when he labours to prove 
That, which if it wants to be proved, the Treaty 
can be good for nothing; but he repeats, com- 
ments and declaims. Proving is not his Talent. 

I fliall not defcend, at prefent, into all our me ry 
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pantile Tptcrcfts with Spain j which dcferve, and, I 
doubt not, will have a Conlidcration, fuiublc to the 
Importance of thenu to a Nation, whofe Life is 
Commerce^ and whole Merchants may juftly be cal- 
led the nurjing Fathers of it 

I ijpll not detain the Reader, by taking Notice 
pf fome very odd and very fufoicious Chara&ers, 
which appear in divers Parts ot this Treaty ; fuch 
for Inuanpe in the firjl feparate^Jfticle ; where, 
caijfe Commerce is tp be cftablf Ih'd on the Foot of 
Treaties and Conventions antecedent to the Ye?* 
j 725, an expxefs Declaration is, for the greater JLx- 
aftnefs, made of the Treaties comprehended under 
that general Denomination ; where, amonglt others, 
the Treaty pf Utrecht is mention'd, and the Treaty 
pf 1 667, comprifedin it; and yet the Treaty of 
J 670 is pot mention'd, although it is recalFd and 
poofirm'd by jthe Treaty of Utrecht ; and although it 
contains the fijft and principal Regulations about 
the Wtjl-Jndta Trade, made by the Court of Spain. 

I ftiall not I fay dwell, at prcfcnt, on thefe and 
jnany fpch Points; byt fhall take a fV>rtcr Way 
with our Qbfervator, and endeavour to coufnUHm^ 
by admitting almofl all he fays, where he ftatcs the 
Purport of the feveral Articles relative to Trade and 
% o the Satisfaction ftipulatcd to our Merchants* 

Suppofing the Whole therefore to Hand, even 
according to his own Rcprefentation, his Ha«r 
jrangue to the Merchants will amount to no more 
than this. a Gentlemen, after having been obliged 
* c to acknowledge that your Ships and Effefls have 
" been feized, detained and even confifcatcd, by 
ff the Spaniards, in a moft unufual and unjuftifi- 
f £ atlc Manner ; I prefent you with the common 
Provifiqns, which are made in ordinary Cafes^ 
for your Satiafa&ion, as to what is palled^ in 

f* thki 
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u this very extraordinary Cafe. After having com- 
" plain'd of the Violation of all your Privileges 
a and Rights of Commerce, committed by the Spa* 
u niards, without any Regard to the moft foiemn 
u Treaties in Force between the two Nations, I 
a ofler you, for your future Security, the very 
w fame Security, wnich hath appeared already to 
w be ineffectual \ that is the Renewal and Confir- 
a mat ion of the very fame Treaties. After hav- 
M ing, from a pacifick Difpo/ition, and for Fear of 
a widening the Breach, exafperating the Spaniards, 
a and difobliging the French, fuflcrcd you to be 
tt infalted, taken and plundered by the Former, du- 
tt ring Four Tears, I have procured for you much 
* the fame Terms, as might have been procured 
a immediately after the Conclufion of the Hanover 
u Alliance, and before you had fufiered the Hard- 
u fhips and Lofles, to which you have been fincc 
a cxpofed. In lhort, after having felt very fc- 
u verely the great Mifchiefs, to which we are ex- 
u pofea, by having one valuable Branch of our 
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u put our Italian Trade into a Dcpcndancc on 
• a them likewifc." If this appears ludicrous, it is 
no Fault of mine ; it is founded on Truth, and 
on FaOs of the moft publick Notoriety. I may 
fafely appeal to any indifferent Man, whether all, 
that is here faid, cannot be laid jumy on the 
Treaty of Seville, and whether more than this can 
be faid with Juftice on the lame Foundation. 

that He 
therefore may, 
/out of his lingular Modcfty, challenge the moft 
flear-fighted of his Advcrfaries, to Jhew what other 
'ffatboq mid fo/fibly hav* Uen ufed % in any pan, 
. ' ticula? 
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ticular Inflancc ; or how wc could, upon the 
whole, have obtained more fecurc and advanta- 
geous Conditions. To which I fhall reply, with 
as much Deference as his profound Politicks de- 
ferve ; firft in general, 

That it it be ncccfiary to conftitute a good 
Treaty of Peace, that the Conditions of it be pro- 
portioned to the Mot ties, whether of latere ft or 
Honour, which occaJion'd the War, it is no lcis ne- 
ed iary, in order to obtain fuch a Peace, that the 
Kffbrts made in a War be proportioned to the 
Nature of it; that vigorous Refblutions be taken, 
and that a fpeedy Execution of them do conftantly 
follow. This was urged from the 'Throne, at the 
Time of our Rupture with Spain ; and all the 
Motives, which could incite or provoke, were 
preflcd upon us. They had their Effect in Part. 
The Parliament gave all the Supplies, which were 
asked, and as ample a Latitude as any Miniflers 
could dciirc to exert thcmfelvcs in. Vigorous Re- 
folutions were taken ; but it muft be own'd that 
the other Part of the Eticdi:, which might have 
been cxpcdlcd from fuch a Beginning, did not 
follow. 

As foon as the Treaties were made, the Accef* 
ftons procured, and the Army provided, at the Ex- 
pence of Britain, which were neceifary for de- 
lending Lower Saxony, wc feem'd to have no more 
to do in the War ; and the Spaniards carried it on 
againft us with Impunity. If this new Method of 
making War laid us under ibme Difadvantagc in 
treating a Peace- if we have, for this Reafon,been 
able to procure from the Spaniards no Reparation 
for the Menaces and Infults offer'd to the Crown 
and Nation*, and if, inftead of obliging Thofe, who 
did the Injury, to repaid it, we have been content 
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that they Ihould renew Promifes, which they have 
often made, and leldom kept ; all I need to fay in 
Anfwer is this ; that the fame Pcrfons, who made 
this honourable War, made this folid and Lifting 
Peace. Neither do I believe that Men, who have 
failed to obtain a good End, were ever admitted to 
excufc themfclves by pleading that they had not 
taken proper Means. 

But fecondly, to be more particular in anfwering 
this Queftion, what other Method could be taken ? 
There is no Doubt, that our foreign Acquifitions, 
Gibraltar and the Iiland of Minorca would have 
been more ctfe&ually fecured to us, if they had 
been fpecifically mcntion'd ; if all Claim to them had 
been renounced in exprefs Terms by Spain ; and if 
they had been named in the Guaranty given to his 
Majclty for all his Kingdoms, States and Domini- 
ons. Itwcrccafy to lhcw, by many Examples, that 
This hath been the Practice, whenever any favou- 
rite bitereji hath been concerned. But I ihall con- 
tent myfclf to eitablifh this Truth, without going 
any farther than the treaty of Seville itfclf for my 
Authority. The fecond feparate Article itipulates 
that all the Ships, Merchandize and Effects, there 
defcribed, ihall be immediately rcitorcd. The 
Prince Frederick ami her Cargo are irr.inifcttly com- 
prehended in that Defcriptiou • no Man will dem- 
it- and yet our Mmiftsrs were ib fcrupuloully ol> 
fcrvant of the Rule I'lay down, that, in this Cafe, 
they took Care to add to the general Stipulation 
thefc Words, and namely the Prince Frederick and 
her Cargo. How it happened that They had not 
the fame ferupulous Regard tor our foreign Acqui- 
ftious, let the Obfervator declare, this Method of 
iecuring them would have been effetfual, and liable 
to no Objection from Spain, if that Court dcligns 
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they fliould be effeShtally fecurcd to us. But the 
Ncglcd of this Method may tempt the Spaniards 
to pcrfift, On future Ocealions, in demanding what 
we appear, perhaps, in their Eyes, not a little re* 
mifs in fecuring. Nay, this Negleft may likewifc 
give Ibmc Countenance to thofe fcandalous Report i 
which arc not railed here, but which tranfpirc from 
Abroad, that private Engagements arc entered into 
for rcftoring Gibraltar and the Ifland of Minorca 
to the Spaniards at the End of three Tearu 

As another Method might have been found than 
That, which hath been taken, for fecuring our 
foreign Acquifitions ; fo will it not be hard to Ihew 
the Obfervator, in Contempt of his Defiances and 
Challenges, that a more cffe&ual Method might 
poffibly have been ufed in Favour of our Merchants 
than That, which hath been followed. Let him 
take the Trouble of comparing the Treaty of the 
5th of April 1654 between Cromweltnd the States 
General with the Treaty of Seville* By the For* 
iner, the Ships and EffeSs of the Englifh, or the 
Value of them, were to be rcftored within fourteen 
Days after the Arrival of the Owners or their A* 
gtnts, at the Places where the Ships and Effe&s 
had been feized and detained. Arbitrators or Com- 
miffariis were indeed to examine and deter- 
mine upon the fcvcral Demands ; but then They 
were to meet at Goldfrnith's-Hall in London, by 
the 27 th of June folio wing; They were to \x 
all fworn in the high Court of Admiralty, and un* 
lefs they agreed before the 1 ft of Augnft, they were 
to be ihut up without Fire, Candle, Vtftuals or 
Drink, till they did agree. Their Dccifions were 
to be final ; the Money to be paid in twenty-foot 
Days after the Adjudication, and Security to be 
given beforehand, in London, for the Payment. 
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Gcmmiffaries were likewifc appointed, by this 
Treaty j to examine Complaints made oy the 
Merchants, on both Sides, of mutual Injuries, fuf- 
ftrcd in all Parts of the World, from the Year 
1611 to the Year 165a. This was a much lar- 
ger Field furcly than That, which is opened to 
die Commiffaries, appointed to meet at the Court 
of Spain, by the Treaty of Seville ; and yet, by 
CromwePs Treaty, thefe Commiffaries were to finiih 
in three Months, inftcad of To many Tears ; and 
if they did not conclude in that Tirtie, a Neutral 
Power, the Swift Cantons, were to dirt ermine fi- 
nally in Jix Months more. 

^ When the Obfervator hath made this Compa- 
nion, let him compare the great Maritime Power 
of the Dutch, at that Time, with the contempti- 
ble Naval Force of the Spaniards, in this Age, 
Let him compare ComwePs Circumftanccs, and his 
Fleets with Ours. In fliort, let him compare the 
Reafons Cromwel had to complain of the Dutch, 
with Thofc, which we have founded fo high a- 
gainft the Spaniards. When thefe Comparifona 
are once made, I doubt the Obfervator will have 
no Reafon to give, which He will be willing to 
avow, why there is fo great a Difference between 
the Manner, in which this Nation Treated and the 
Satisfaction Ihe obtained, in former Ttmes, and the 
Manner in which ftic hath lubmitted to Treat and 
the Satisfaction flic hatji accepted, ppon the pre* 
ftnt Occafion. 

I thought to have taken fomc Notice of what 
he (ays concerning the Claim to a Recompense, 
which is prefcrved to the Spaniards, for the Ships 
taken from them in 1718. But, on a Review of 
that Paragraph, I find it fo frivolous, and even fo 
little plaftiiible, that I canuot rcfelve to lengthen 
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this Examination, which is too long already, by 
ihewing that if the Claim, which the Spaniards 
had, by Virtue of the Treaty of 1711, is now 
wholly cxtingiiijhed, becaufe it was the Fault of 
the Spaniards only that thofe Ships were not put 
into their Pojfeffion ; This would have been an ex- 
tream good Rcafon for refuting to revive and 
countenance their Claim ; but is a very poor One 
for contenting to do both. 

I think it proper, for certain Rcafons, to con* 
dude with telling the Author of the Observations, 
that as He hath often found roe, and I hope not 
without Kffecf, in his Way • fo he may depend on 
receiving the fame good Offices from me, till he 
hath received the jufi Reward, which is due to 
Him from the Publick ; but that I never deal in 
Billinfgate, Lampoons, or L&els* and that, when- 
ever 1 am accufed of doing fo> I am accuied 
falfcly. 



FINIS. 
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